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Planning Conferences and Book Fair 
are Just Around the Corner 

 
From October 22nd–26th, we have our fall 
planning conferences and annual Scholastic 
Book Fair.  This will be a wonderful 
opportunity to come together as a team to plan 
goals and strategies for each child.  Your input 
is valuable, and we look forward to this time 
together to plan a great year for each student.  
Sign-Ups for these conferences are still posted 
in the main hallway, and they will be taken 
down on October 8th.  After this date, teachers 
will be reaching out to families to set up the 
remaining conferences.  We look forward to 
seeing you at conference and setting goals that 
will lead to the success of each child. 
 

Great Start to a Great Year! 
 
We are off to a great start to the 2018-19 school 
year.  I continue to be impressed with how well 
our students treat each other and follow school 
expectations.  They are truly ready to learn, and 
I thank all the parents for their work in 
promoting this learning attitude with our 
students.  We also have many new staff 
members who have joined our school 
community, and they are truly fabulous.  Each 
one of them is a perfect fit for Kent Prairie. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Attendance Goals – Give Us the Whole Day 
 
We are excited that we met our first month’s 
attendance goal, reaching 96.5% average daily 
attendance for the month of September.  This is 
a great start as we celebrate our students being 
at school and learning.  Now that interventions 
and extensions have started for students, it’s an 
important time to remember that learning starts 
at 9:10 and ends at 3:40.  We appreciate having 
students here the whole day so that they can 
benefit from the strategies and activities our 
staff have prepared for them. 
 
 
 
 
New Opportunities for the New School Year! 
 
We have many new programs that our students 
are benefitting from this year.  First, we 
welcome Gretchen Alexander who is teaching 
Health and Wellness to our primary students 
and also providing structured recess 
opportunities for our students.  Also, Nikki 
Brooks has a new role integrating technology 
and other skills as one of our specialists.. 
Finally, we have achieved a goal of creating a 
fully outfitted sensory room so that student can 
gain new strategies to remain calm and continue 
learning.  Cindy Ellinger is facilitating this 
program, and the benefits have already started.  
We will continue to add new strategies to 
support all our students! 
 
 
 

PRINCIPALLY 
SPEAKING 
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Anti-Bullying Tip 
 
At Kent Prairie Elementary, we promote an 
atmosphere where students have many adults 
they feel safe to share concerns with.  This is an 
important factor in promoting respectful 
behavior. There are also times when students 
share concerns at home, and below are some 
tips to help you as you work with your child. 
Encourage your child to report bullying 
incidents to you. 
 
▪  Validate your child's feelings by letting 

him/her know that it is normal to feel hurt, 
sad, scared, angry, etc. 

 
▪  Let your child know that s/he has made the 

right choice by reporting the incident(s) to 
you and assure your child that s/he is not to 
blame. 

 
▪  Help your child be specific in describing 

bullying incidents: who, what, where, when. 
(Look for patterns or evidence of repeated 
bullying behaviors.) 

 
•  Report what your child shared to a staff 

member at school 
 

Karl Olson  J 
 
 

 
 
School pictures will be October 18th.  Look for 
the picture packets to come home around 
October 5th. 
 

 
 
 
 
A child at the grocery store drops his toy, and 
his mother has her hands full, so you bend to 
pick it up and offer it to the child. And your 
children are watching. 
     It's a snowy morning, and your older 
neighbor is struggling to clear the driveway to 
get to work. So you and your son grab shovels 
and help her. 
     Your daughter is waiting at the bus stop with 
her friends. One girl drops her backpack and 
books spill out onto the ground. Although she 
was almost ready to get on the bus, your 
daughter goes back to help her friend. They 
pick up the books and laugh, and climb aboard 
the bus. 
     Watching children develop empathy for 
others is such a delight. Empathy opens the 
door to understanding others, appreciating 
differences, noticing, and caring.  
 
Empathy is noticing how another person is 
feeling, and for a moment standing in his or 
her shoes. It requires a calm and caring state 
of mind, and is a step that precedes service to 
others.   - Bob Sornson 
 
 

 
 
When writing notes please include the students’ 
last name and teacher. Checks should have 
phone numbers on them. 
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FROM THE OFFICE 
Please remember to sign in 
whenever entering the 
building. Remember to 
update information that 
may have changed i.e. 
home, work or cell phone 
numbers or new 
emergency contact 

information. You may do this through Family 
Access or pick up a form in the office. 
The end of the day is a very busy time in the 
office. If you are picking your child up early, 
please send a note or call the office so we can 
have them waiting for you - it will shorten 
your waiting time.  
If there is a change in your child’s routine 
contact the office prior to 3:00 so we can 
make sure they get the message. If not, they 
will go home as usual. We ask that you do 
not go directly to the classroom. Thank you 
for your cooperation. 

 
 
 
 

 
KP’s fall book fair will be happening during 
conference week in October.  Watch for more 
news to come. We are asking that you please do 
not send your students to school with large 
amounts of change.  This slows down our lines 
quite a bit and we would like to be able to offer 
speedy service to everyone. A good rule of 
thumb is to have them bring no more change 
than they can hold in their hands.  Thank you 
for your help and understanding with this! 

 
 
 

 
 

STUDENT PICK-UP / DROP OFF 
 
Below are guidelines that Kent Prairie has in 
place to keep our students safe.  
One group of cars will pull in between the  
C & B Pods and let all students in/out at once. 
Those cars will move out and the next group 
will pull up to take their place.  

• Parents need to stay between the white 
lines and please stay in your car. 

• Do NOT go around cars, wait until the 
line moves. 

• Pull up as far as you can to the car in 
front of you. 

• When letting a child out on the driver 
side, have then walk around the FRONT 
of  your car to the sidewalk. 

Please do not drop off children in the front of 
the school. Also, we ask that parents or students 
do not walk where cars pull in/out off of the 
street and through the parking lot. You can 
cross where the crossing guards are stationed 
and continue to the back of the C-Pod to enter. 
All students should be coming through the C-
Pod doors. The doors will be opened at 8:50 for 
those who eat breakfast and at 8:55 for all 
others. 
 

 
 
 
 

    Fall Book Fair Coming Soon! 
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Care Plans 
Students with life threatening health conditions 
need to have a completed Care Plan, necessary 
medication orders, medications, and equipment 
must be in place before attending school. 
 

Medications 
All medications including prescription and 
over-the-counter require an Authorization For 
Administration Of Medication form completed 
by both parent and healthcare provider on file 
before medication can be given at school.  
Medication to be given at school needs to be in 
the original container, labeled, with 
administration instructions, and dropped off by 
parent/guardian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All students have begun working on the musical 
concept of RHYTHM – which is the pattern of 
long and short sounds and silences.  Students 
will learn the difference between steady beat 
and rhythm.  They will also read rhythms; clap 
them, and play them on instruments. All 
students are working on FUNdamental Music 
Mastery, a sight reading program.  They are 
playing rhythms on drums and sticks plus 
singing- sometimes in two parts.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Fourth and Fifth graders will need to bring (or 
purchase) their recorders soon.  If you still 
intend to order a recorder through the school, 
please do so as soon as possible. Cost is just $6 
for the instrument and case plus joint grease and 
a cleaning rod.  Recorder money should be 
turned in to the office. 
 
 

 
 

On Fire News 
 
Choir on Fire is in full swing – Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday mornings!  We are 
working on  our Veteran’s day music (and 
beginning our holiday music soon.) T-shirt 
money should be in to the office by October 5th 
so shirts can be ordered.  They should arrive the 
week before our November 9th assembly. 
 Please make sure your choir member also has 
black pants/leggings/skirts and dark shoes to 
complete the choir uniform.   
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Good attendance will help your child do 
well in school! 
Did you know? Your child can suffer 
academically if they miss 10 percent of the 
school year or about 18 days. That can be 
just one day every two weeks, and that can 
happen before you know it. Some 
absences are unavoidable. We understand 
that children will get sick and need to stay 
home occasionally. The important thing is 
to get your child to school as often as 
possible, on time and to communicate with 
the school when your child will be absent. 
 

 
Vision Statement for Kent Prairie 

Elementary 
 

At Kent Prairie, we educate 
students by building 

relationships that foster 
academic achievement. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

OUR SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
 
At Kent Prairie, we educate students by 
building relationships that foster academic 
achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arlington Public Schools provides equal educational 
opportunity and treatment for all students in all aspects of 
the academic and activities program without discrimination 
based on race, religion, creed, color, ancestry, national 
origin, age, marital status, honorably discharged veteran or 
military status, gender, gender expression or identity, sexual 
orientation, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical 
disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability. The District will provide 
equal access to school facilities to the Boy Scouts of 
America and all other designated youth groups listed in Title 
36 of the United States Code as a patriotic society. 
The following employees have been designated to handle 
questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 
TITLE IX OFFICER AND COMPLIANCE COORDINATOR 
Mr. Eric DeJong      
Executive Director, Human Resources   
315 N French Ave      
Arlington, WA 98223     
(360) 618-6212      
edejong@asd.wednet.edu 
SECTION 504 COORDINATOR 
Ms. Kathy Ehman  
Assistant Superintendent 
315 N French Ave, Arlington, WA 98223 
(360) 618-6217 
kehman@asd.wednet.edu 


